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§ 80.330 Safety message.

(a) The safety signal and call must be
followed by the safety message. Where
practicable, the safety message should
be sent on a working frequency, and a
suitable announcement to this effect
must be made at the end of the call.

(b) Except for the cases mentioned in
paragraph (c) of this section, the safety
signal when sent on the frequency 500
kHz must be transmitted toward the
end of the first available silence period;
the safety message must be transmit-
ted immediately after the silence pe-
riod.

(c) Messages about meteorological
warnings, of cyclones, dangerous ice,
dangerous wrecks, or any other immi-
nent danger to marine navigation must
be preceded by the safety signal.

(d) Stations hearing the safety signal
must not make any transmission likely
to interfere with the message.

§ 80.331 Bridge-to-bridge communica-
tion procedure.

(a) Vessels subject to the Bridge-to-
Bridge Act transmitting on the des-
ignated navigational frequency must
conduct communications in a format
similar to those given below:

(1) This is the (name of vessel). My
position is (give readily identifiable po-
sition, course and speed) about to (de-
scribe contemplated action). Out.

(2) Vessel off (give a readily identifi-
able position). This is (name of vessel)
off (give a readily identifiable posi-
tion). I plan to (give proposed course of
action). Over.

(3) (Coast station), this is (vessel’s
name) off (give readily identifiable po-
sition). I plan to (give proposed course
of action). Over.

(b) Vessels acknowledging receipt
must answer ‘‘(Name of vessel calling).
This is (Name of vessel answering). Re-
ceived your call,’’ and follow with an
indication of their intentions. Commu-
nications must terminate when each
ship is satisfied that the other no
longer poses a threat to its safety and
is ended with ‘‘Out’’.

(c) Use of power greater than 1 watt
in a bridge-to-bridge station shall be
limited to the following three situa-
tions:

(1) Emergency.

(2) Failure of the vessel being called
to respond to a second call at low
power.

(3) A broadcast call as in paragraph
(a)(1) of this section in a blind situa-
tion, e.g., rounding a bend in a river.

§ 80.332 Equipment to aid search and
rescue operations.

(a) Survival craft stations may trans-
mit distress, urgency and safety sig-
nals, calls and messages.

(b) EPIRB’s may transmit only in ac-
cordance with the requirements of sub-
parts V and X of this part.

§ 80.333 Stations in the maritime mo-
bile-satellite service.

The provisions of §§ 80.311 and 80.324
apply to the operations of ship earth
stations in the maritime mobile-sat-
ellite service.

Subpart H—Frequencies

RADIOTELEGRAPHY

§ 80.351 Scope.

The following sections describe the
carrier frequencies and general uses of
radiotelegraphy with respect to the fol-
lowing:

—Distress, urgency, safety, call and reply.
—Working.
—Digital selective calling (DSC).
—Narrow-band direct-printing (NB–DP).
—Facsimile.

§ 80.353 General uses—radio-
telegraphy.

(a) Unless otherwise indicated radio-
telegraphy may be used by ship and
public coast stations only.

(b) The signal code for Morse teleg-
raphy must be the international Morse
code signals specified in the Telegraph
Regulations annexed to the Inter-
national Telecommunication Conven-
tion.

(c) To facilitate communications,
ship stations transmitting by means of
radiotelegraphy must use the service
abbreviations (‘‘Q’’ signals) listed in
Appendix 14 to the ITU Radio Regula-
tions whenever practicable.

(d) In order to reduce interference
stations must attempt to select calling
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